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Life and bleſſed 


; (bat much deplored ) 


85 Death of that moſt traely reve- 
rend, faithfull, painefull aud profitable 
Miniſter of Gods Word, Me: RI: Sroc RA, 
Paſtowr of Allhallowes iv Breadfireet ; where, for the 
ſpace of 22.yeares, He had lived 4s a bleſſed Beacon, and brig ht 
burning Lampe of Learning and fimere Religion. In duc memeriall of 
whoſe memorable Veriues, His moſt loyally loving and ancient faithful friend, 
G. D. hith ts his ſorromfuli Widow pie ae | and Dedicated this his mourne- 
full MonvwnnrT ; and thus eſtimated his great Loſſe to be moſt inſtly lamented 


1. The (,burch. 


To breake the bleſſed Bread of Life to All, 


Lab'ring with indefatigable paine, 
Vato Chriſts fold, Chriſts wandring ſheepe to gaine. 
For, by his Learning, and his Iudgement ſound 
In ſacred Writ, he was a Lampe ſo bright, 
That many Prophets profit by him found, 
And at his Candle, did their Candles light: 
Levites and Laickes, by him ſo directed, 
That by them Both, ke was moſt deere affected. 


No Sabbaoth paſt, wherein this Aarons Sonne, 
Cauſ'd not the Bells of Gods bleft Word to ring; 
For, Conſtantly this holy Worke was done, 
If ſickneſſe, or ſuch lets, no let did bring: 
And many Soules were thereby fill d and fed, 
When want, at home, might them haue famiſhed. 


To ſtubborne Sinners, He himſelſe could ſhow 


A Boanerges, even a Sonne of Thunder; 
And ( maugre all their malice ) make them know, 
The Goſpells power, to keepe ſuch Sinners vader: 
But, to the Meeke, that hungred for Salvation, 
A Timothie, a Sonne of Conſolation. 
If (then) the Soule that winnes a Sonle to Heaven, 
Shall be, in Heaven, a glorious Starre moſt faire ; 
O, how much glory ſhall ro Him be given, 
By whom, ſo many Soules converted are ? 
Witneſſe, thoſe Sonnes, which he begotten hath, 
In Citie, Countrey, vnto Chrifts firme Faith. 
| Theſe, being ſo ; Gods Church in general}, 
May juſtly waile the want of ſuch a Light: 


And ſay with holy David, in fad plight : 
Helpe, Lord, and ſend new Succours te vs, then, 
When wee arc, thus, bereft of holy Men. 


2. His Pariſhioners. 


' 4 Ongft whom, He lived like a Shepheard good, 
His Maifters Triple-Charge diſcharging right: 
Firſt, feeding them with Chriſts ſpirituall food, 
The Word of Truth, wherein he tooke delight. 
Wherein (I ſay ) he tooke ſuch paines and care, 
As Nonedid more, Few did wich him compare. 


Witneſſe, His zealous Conſtancy in Preaching, 
Amongftthem, And his Careful] Catechiſing; 
The Elder with moſt ſolid DoQrines teaching, 
The Younger with pure Præcepts exerciſing : 
Both olde and young in Faith ſo well inſtructed, 
That many Soules to Chriſt were ſafe conducted. 


For, (which was rare, wherein, he Moſt out- went) 
The Younger ſort, he private]y Collected, 


Two ſeverall dayes, before each Sacrament, 
And Father-like, the right-way them directed, 
Vato a due and true participation, 
Of chat bleſt Banquet, to their Soules ſalvation, 


Next, with the Food of Charitie and Loue, 
He fed his feebler Flocke, to's vtmoſt might, 
Both, in Himſelfe, and All that he could moue, 
In Workes of Mercy, taking moſt delight: 
Wich pious Paal, nere chargeable to Any, 
But, with his Owne aſſiſtant vnto Many. 


Laſt, by Example, He them alſo fed, 
His holy Life, a Lampe, a Light, Delight, 
Was found to All his Flocke; Whom, thus, he led, 
And, better than Alimelech, Hee might 
Say truely to them, has pee ſee Mee doe, 
Follow Mee, aud the ſelfe- ſame things doc you, 


3. His Wife and Children. 


th whom, he long had liu d, even till his Death, 
In loyall loving Wedlocke happily; 
Like Zacharias and Elizabeth, 
Before both God and Men vnblameably. 
Like Abraham vnto his Sarah ſweet, 


| Provident, prudent, carefull, kinde, diſcreet. 
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\ 7 \ T Herein, moſt like a ſecond painefull PA vx, 
His conſtant Conſcionable Care He ſpent, 


To whom, the Loxp had Him a Paſtor ſent. 


And Darkeneſſe feare, when ſuch bright Starres doe fall; 
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FINS. 


And, what the Lord himſelfe did witneſſe well, 
Of Abrabam, of Him might well be ſaid; 
His care was ſtill to teach, inſtruct, and tell, 
His Children and whole Houſhold, in the trade 
Of true Religion, perſect Pietie, 
Of Faith, of Grace, and ſweet Humilitic. 
Whereby, his Houſe, Gods Houſe did repreſent, 
With holy Duties 'twas fo — 
Wich every Chriſtian Houſhold ornament, 
Of Reading, Singing, Praying, furniſhed : 
Thus, Jeſaal-Iike, He and his Family 
Did ſerue the Lord, with Chriſtian Conſtancy. 


Now, therefore like a Mateleſſe Turtle -Doue, 
His woefull Widow doth her Loſſe lament ; 
His Children deare, wanting the gracious Loue 
Of their graue Father, fighs and ſobs doe vent; 
His Wife condoles the loſſe of ſuch a Pheere, 
For ſuch a Father, grieve his Children deare. 
4. Hi Friends in general. 
12 whom at all aſſayes, in all affaires 
Divine or Morall; He himſelſe did ſhow 
A faichfull, skilſull Friend to cure their Cares, 
To free them from all doubrs, demurres, that grow, 
And oft ariſe in Mens Negotiations, 
Setling all ſcruples in their Cogitatiens. 


Conformingto, Confirming in the Trath, 
Many, that wandring, wavcring, wayward were; 
Carefull to curbe the ſwinge of head-ftrong Youth, 
Their greene deviſes, vices, to forbeare: 
By his moſt graue adviſe, them ſtill inſtructing, 
And old and young, in Vertues paths conducting. 


5. My ſelfe in particular. 
WW Ho thoughthe Laſt, haue notLeaſt cauſe of teares, 
For lofſe of ſuch a Damon, faithfoll, kinde; 
With whom the ſpace of ſix and twentie yeares, 
I had moſt happie Happe rare Love to finde : 
Such Loue as is not oft twixt Man and Man, 
Like that of David and his Jonathan. 


For, as ſweet Oyntment doth rejoyce the Heart, 
So did the ſweetneſſe of his Counſell Mine: 
His loyall Lone, was my Soules ſecond part, 
His Chriſtian kindneſſe, my Lifes Medicine: 
As mine owne Selſe, vnto my Selfe ſhould be, 
Preft in the beft things; Such was e to Me. 


A faithſull Friend, therefore, A ſtrong Deſence, 
Lever found Him, yea a Matchleſſe Treaſure : 
Than gold or ſilver of more excellence, 
For Faith and Grace, a Paradiſe of Pleaſure: 
Where I was vid my Selfe to recreate, 
And oſt refreſhe my tyr d, retyr d eſtate. 


How bleſt I was, How I did ioy tenioy, 
So long, ſo loyall, loving, deare a Friend; 
So ſound, ſo ſure a Counſellour remploy, 
My anxious Acts to bring to happie end: 
My Pen wants power, my Heart wants words to ſhow, 
Reade right my preſent Want, and then you! know. 


Oh, at this word of, Want, I am even Done, 
T had well- nigh ſaid, Vndone, in his Loſſe: 
In this ſo great ecclipſe ef my Ioyes Sunne; 
In this my worldly Comſorts, ſo great Croſſe: 
But, looking, where Hee's now, by th eye of Faith, 
In his true loy, my Griefe, due Meaſure hath. 


Yet, ere I can depart from his bleſt Hearſe, 
I cannot but enbalme his Body o re 
With this laſt Oyntment, my Loues voyce in verſe, 
His worthy Fame, yet to perſume once more: 
And in the Loſſe of my Liſes lonely Staffe, 
Vpon his Tombe to fixe, this Epitaph. 
His Epitaph, 
| bak lies (Deaths too rich prize) a moſt Rich: Starte; 
Whoſe ſacred Vſe, got Fine, yea Ten for One: 
Whoſe pions Paines did ſo improue his Flocke, 
That like good Jacobs Ewes, twas greatly growne: 
This Stocte, Death (now) doth locke, ins Cabinet, 
Till Soule and Body are in Glory met. 
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